
Ultimate Guide: Passing the 2026 Road Signs Test 

Mastering road signs is the fastest way to boost your theory test score. In the UK, signs 
follow a specific color and shape code. If you learn the "language" of the shapes, you 
can guess almost any sign correctly. 

1. The Shape Code: Know Your Geometry 

• Red Triangles = Warnings: These alert you to potential hazards ahead (e.g., 
roundabouts, crossroads, or sharp bends). 

• Red Circles = Prohibitions: These tell you what you must not do (e.g., "No 
Entry," "No Cycling," or "No Overtaking"). 

• Blue Circles = Mandatory Instructions: These tell you what you must do or 
show a route for specific users (e.g., "Turn Left Ahead" or "Cycle Path Only"). 

• Rectangles = Information: Blue is for motorways, Green is for primary A-roads, 
and White is for local roads. 

2. 2026 High-Priority Signs 

The 2026 exam has increased its focus on "Active Travel" and "Environment" signs. Pay 
close attention to: 

• Clean Air Zones (CAZ): Look for the green cloud symbol. Driving a non-
compliant vehicle here without paying can lead to heavy fines. 

• Segregated Cycle Tracks: A blue sign with a pedestrian and a bicycle separated 
by a white line. This means you must stay on your designated side. 

• Smart Motorway Signals: A Red X on a gantry is not a suggestion; it is a legal 
requirement to exit that lane immediately. 

3. Common "Trick" Signs 

• The "No Vehicles" Sign: A red circle with a white center (totally empty). This 
means all motor vehicles are prohibited. 

• Waiting vs. Loading: A single yellow line on the road means "No Waiting." A 
yellow mark on the kerb means "No Loading." 

• The National Speed Limit: A white circle with a black diagonal stripe. On a 
single carriageway, this is 60 mph; on a dual carriageway or motorway, it is 70 
mph. 

 



How to Use the 50-Question Practice Exam 

1. Read the full question: Don't rush; the DVSA often uses "Except" or "Not" to 
trick you. 

2. Study the "Detailed Explanations": After the ad on our site, we show you why 
an answer is correct. This is where the real learning happens. 

3. Use the Official Manual: For the most detailed breakdown of every single UK 
sign, we highly recommend the Official 2026 Highway Code & Signs Manual. 

 

Top 5 Hardest Explanations (Locked Content) 

Note to User: The following explanations are the "Masterclass" content to be shown 
after the user watches the short video ad on your site. 

1. Variable Speed Limits: Unlike advisory yellow signs, a red ring around a number 
on a motorway is a mandatory limit. Speed cameras are calibrated to these 
exact numbers. 

2. T-Junction vs. No Through Road: A red triangle with a 'T' is a warning of a 
junction. A blue square with a 'T' and a red top means the road is a dead end. 

3. Brown Signs: These are purely for tourism. If you see a brown sign with a 
football, it’s a stadium; a castle is a historic site. 

4. HOV Lanes: The "2+" sign means the lane is reserved for cars with at least two 
occupants. If you are alone, you will be fined. 

5. Emergency Diversions: The black symbols (Square, Triangle, Circle, Diamond) 
on yellow backgrounds are for emergency motorway closures. Follow the shape 
mentioned on the trigger sign. 

 

https://amzn.to/4tZpgZu
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